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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is a replay to application filed on Claims 07/15/07, in which 
claims 1-27 are pending, and claims 1,8, 10, 12, 13, 23-26 are independent and claims 
2-7,9, 11, 12, 14-21 and 27 are dependent. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. .1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/05/04 has been 
reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. The claimed invention lacks patentable utility. Claims 12, having a process 
completed program step, but lacks utility, wherein "a program for causing a computer to 
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execute the procedures" should replaced by "a computer-readable medium encoded 
with computer-executable instructions." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S;C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ueno et 
al (USP 5,479,206). 

With respect to claim 1, Ueno et al. teaches a white balance processing 
apparatus (as shown fig 2) comprising: white balance processing means (processing 
means 14 of fig 2) for effecting white balance processing on a taken image based on a 
set white balance value (col. 14, line 28-33); storage means (memory 22 of fig 2) for 
storing white balance values employed in said white balance processing of past taken 
images 9col.14, line 29-33); and employed value setting means (display 40 of fig 2, for 
setting a white balance value, such as color, gray scale value) for setting a white 
balance value employed in the past, stored in the storage means (memory 32 of fig 2) 
as the white balance value for the taken image (col. 13, line 25-31). 
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With respect to claim 2, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
apparatus (fig 2) further comprising: detected value setting means (parameter setting 
area 125 of fig 8) for detecting and setting a white balance value to be set for said white 
balance processing from the taken image, (col. 14, line 45-50) wherein said storage 
means (memory 32 of fig 2) stores the white balance value set by said detected value 
setting means and employed in said white balance processing as a white balance value 
employed in the past (col. 14, lines 50-55). 

With respect to claim 3, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
apparatus (fig 2), further comprising: selection means (menu display means 126 of fig 8, 
for selection of value settings) for selecting said employed value setting means or said 
detected value setting means as means (125 of fig 3) for setting said white balance 
value (col. 14, lines 43-49); and forced setting means (125 of fig 8) for, when said 
detected value setting means is selected by the selection means, (menu display 126 of 
fig 8) switching said detected value setting means to said employed value setting 
means only during a specifically designated period (col. 14, lines 15-25). 

With respect to claim 4, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
apparatus (fig 2), the white balance processing apparatus (fig 1) further comprising: 
register means (memory 22 of fig 1 ) for causing the white balance value employed in 
the white balance processing of the taken image displayed on a display means (126 of 



Application/Control Number: 10/620,1 18 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

fig 1 ) to be stored to said storage means (32 of fig 2, for storing white balance 
processing value, col. 14, lines 29-35). 

With respect to claim 5, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
apparatus (fig 2), further comprising: preset value storage means (memory 17c of fig 1 , 
stores a value for processing a scanned image) for storing preset white balance values 
that are previously set white balance values (col. 14, lines 29-35); correction means 
(menu display 126 of fig 8) for correcting said preset white balance values (col. 14, lines 
57-65); and corrected preset value setting means (mouse 37 of fig 8, for setting 
correction value) for setting said corrected preset white balance value for said white 
balance processing (col. 14, lines 65-68); wherein said storage means (17c of fig 1) 
stores said corrected preset white balance value set and employed in said white 
balance processing as said white balance value employed in the past (col. 14, lines 28- 
33). 

With respect to claim 6, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
apparatus (fig 2), further comprising: retaining means (memory 32 of fig 2) for retaining 
a white balance value employed in the white balance processing at said white balance 
processing means (processor 18 of fig 1, col.13, lines 12-15); and register means (CPU 
31 of fig 2) for registering the white balance value retained at the retaining means to 
said storage means (32 of fig 2, col.13, lines 10-15). 



With respect to claim 7, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
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apparatus (fig 2), wherein said retaining means (memory 32 of fig 2) retains a plurality 
of white balance values employed in said white balance processing, and wherein said 
register means (CPU 31 of fig 2) selects a predetermined white balance value from said 
plurality of white balance values and registers it to said storage means (32 of fig 2, 
col. 13, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 8, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
apparatus (fig 2), white balance processing means (processor 18 of fig 2) for effecting 
white balance processing on a taken image based on a set white balance value (col.23, 
lines 10-15); and setting means (37 of fig 8) for setting, as the white balance value for 
said white balance processing, a white balance value read out from recorded taken 
image data, employed in white balance processing of that taken image (col. 13, lines 29- 
33). 

With respect to claim 9, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
apparatus (fig 2), further comprising: setting enabling means (various display screen 40 
of fig 8) for enabling a setting of said white balance value only when there is a 
coincidence between presence/absence of flash emission for the taken image and 
presence/absence of flash emission for image taken at the time of acquiring the white 
balance value set for the white balance processing of said taken image (col. 14, lines 42- 
50). • 



With respect to claim 10, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
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method (fig 2), comprising the steps of: storing a white balance value employed in white 
balance processing of past taken image (col.13, lines 22-30); and effecting white 
balance processing on a taken image by using the stored white balance value employed 
in the past as the white balance value for the taken image (col.13, lines 22-30). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing 
method (fig 2), wherein said stored white balance value employed in the past is a white 
balance value detected from a taken image processed in the past and is the white 
balance value employed in the white balance processing of the taken image, (col.13, - 
lines 29-33): 

With respect to claim 12, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), program for causing a computer (a program stored in host computer (30 of fig 1) to 
execute the procedures of: storing a white balance value employed in white balance 
processing of past taken image (the step of processing in the image processing means 
18 is executed by program stored in computer 30 of fig 1); and effecting white balance 
processing on a taken image by using the stored white balance value employed in the 
past as the white balance value for the taken image (col. 14, lines 28-34). 

With respect to claim 13, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), apparatus comprising: white balance processing means (processor 18 of fig 1) for 
effecting white balance processing on an image to be taken (white or black color 
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processing in performed on the image taken by image read 12 of fig 1, col 12, lines 40- 
43); color histogram processing means (histogram window on the screen display unit 40 
of fig 1 , col. 14, 50-55) for effecting histogram processing by color components in 
accordance with said image to be taken processed of white balance by the white 
balance processing means (processor 18 of fig 1); and display means (display unit 40 of 
fig 8) for displaying histograms by color components obtained by the color histogram 
processing means (col. 14, lines 50-55). 

With respect to claim 14, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
1), wherein said color histogram processing means (histogram window on the screen 
display unit 40 of fig 1, col. 14, 50-55 ^effects histogram processing by color components 
by separating said image to be taken of an entire image frame and said image to be 
taken of a specific regional portion set within the image frame (histogram window on the 
screen display unit 40 of fig 1, col. 14, 50-55). 

With respect to claim 15, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
1 ), wherein said display means (window on the screen display unit 40 of fig 8) displays 
by color components the histogram (histogram window on the screen display unit 40 of 
fig 8) concerning said entire image frame and the histogram concerning the specific 
regional portion by said color histogram processing means so that they can be 
compared with each other (histogram window on the screen display unit 40 of fig 1, 
col. 14, 50-55). 
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With respect to claim 16, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), further comprising: display control means (CPU 31 of fig 2) for effecting control to 
display said histograms by color components on said display means when a setting 
screen for setting white balance is displayed on said display means, (histogram window 
on the screen display unit 40 of fig 1 , col. 14, 50-55). 

With respect to claim 17, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), wherein said display means (varies display screen 126 of fig 8) concurrently 
displays information concerning adjusting conditions of white balance of said white 
balance processing means (col. 14, lines 45-55). 

With respect to claim 18, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), wherein said information concerning the adjusting conditions of white balance 
comprises information indicating types of mode of white balance that can be selected (a 
parameters setting area 125 for adjusting of blank and white balance displayed in the 
setup area 120 of fig 13. col. 17, lines 5-15). 

With respect to claim 19, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), wherein said information concerning the adjusting conditions of white balance 
comprises information concerning ratio about a specific color component processed of 
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said histogram processing (col. 14, lines 50-55). 



With respect to claim 20, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), wherein said display means (display screen 40 of fig 8) in addition concurrently 
displays said image to be taken (col. 13, lines 50-60). 

With respect to claim 21 , Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), wherein said display means (40 of fig 1 ) additionally displays a white balance 
detecting region on said image to be taken. (Col. 3, lines 54-68). 

With respect to claim 22, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), wherein said color histogram processing means effects histogram processing by 
three color components of RGB (col. 1 4, lines 49-55). 

With respect to claim 23, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), method comprising the steps of: effecting white balance processing on an image to 
be taken (image taken by image sensor is subject to image processing by image 
processor 18 of fig 1); effecting histogram processing by color components in 
accordance with said image to be taken processed of said white balance processing 
(col. 14, lines 49-55); and displaying histograms (display window 40 of fig 8) by color 
components obtained by said histogram processing together with said image to be 
taken (col. 14, lines 49-55). 
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With respect to claim 24, Ueno et al. teaches the white balance processing (fig 
2), processing program for causing a computer to execute the procedures (host 
computer 30 of fig 1, having a program running the image processing system of fig 1-4) 
of: effecting white balance processing with respect to an image to be taken (a program 
in a host computer 30 of fig 1 , effecting a white balance processing); effecting histogram 
processing by color components in accordance with said image to be taken processed 
of said white balance processing (col. 14, line 49-55); and displaying histograms by color 
components obtained by said histogram processing together with said image to be 
taken (col. 14, lines 50-53). 

With respect to claim 25, Ueno et al. teaches a digital camera, (cameralO of fig 
10) including a white balance processing apparatus, (18 of fig 2) the apparatus 
comprising: white balance processing means (18 of fig 1 ) for effecting white balance 
processing on an image to be taken (image taken by camera 10, inputted into processor 
18 of fig 1); color histogram processing means (18 of fig 1) for effecting histogram 
processing by color components in accordance with said image to be taken processed 
of white balance by the white balance processing means (18 of fig 1); and display 
means (display screen 40 of fig 2) for displaying histograms by color components 
obtained by the color histogram processing means (col. 14, lines 50-53). 

With respect to claim 26, Ueno et al. a digital camera, (fig 2) including a white 
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balance processing apparatus, (18 of fig 1) the apparatus comprising: white balance 
processing means (processor 18 of fig 1, having a white or black or color balance 
processing capability) for effecting white balance processing on a taken image based on 
a set white balance value (as discussed in col. 14, lines 13, lines 20-30); storage means 
(memory 17c of fig 2) for storing white balance values employed in said white balance 
processing of past taken images (col. 14, lines 30-35); and employed value setting 
means (set up area 120 of fig 8, col. 14, lines 45-55) for setting a white balance value 
employed in the past, stored in the storage means (17c of fig 8) as the white balance 
value for the taken image (col. 14, lines 50-55). 

With respect to claim 27; Ueno et al. teaches the digital camera (cameras 10 of 
fig 1), wherein the white balance processing apparatus (as shown in fig 1 through 5) 
further comprises: setting enabling means (host computer 30, which includes CPU 31 
for overall operation of the apparatus of fig 2, is supervised) for enabling a setting of 
said white balance value only when there is a coincidence between presence/absence 
of flash emission for the taken image and presence/absence of flash emission for image 
taken at the time of acquiring the white balance value set for the white balance 
processing of said taken image (host computer 30, which includes CPU 31 for overall 
operation of the apparatus of fig 2, is supervised, includes acquiring the white balance 
value set for the white balance processing of said taken image, col.13, lines 15-30). 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to' the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




NW 
08/27/07 




